302      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
to check at once and forever the American Nation in its great missionary march of civilization, progress, and Christian freedom; to abandon the hopes of millions yet to be, can never be given by Massachusetts, or the country.
It is the profoundest conviction of my judgment that such is the effect of the vote demanded by those who seek to establish the principles of the Chicago Resolutions. We are asked to yield all our most cherished convictions, to give up our principles, to atupify our reason, to abandon the graves of our brothers and sons on every battlefield, to proclaim their lives a failure and their deaths as nought.
And for what? To open negotiations with those who refuse to negotiate, and to try the not doubtful experiment of meeting with diplomacy those armed to the teeth for a fight. To make friends with those who have declared themselves enemies, and to extend the hand of fellowship and take the hands of those who are reeking with our brothers' blood.
This, I will never consent to do. When by repentance and works meet for repentance the rebels acknowledge' the wrong they have done country and mankind, and submit to the laws of the country; when they have assumed their constitutional obligations and fulfilled their duties under the constitution, then will be the time for them and their friends to ask for their constitutional rights. When they come bringing the olive branch of peace, let them be received in peace. When they come with the rifle and bayonet, let them be received in war.
Thus, I have ever read the glorious legend emblazoned in the shield of Massachusetts, "By the sword she seeks peace with liberty."
It has been said by the opponents of the Government that the Army vote would decide this contest. I earnestly and reverently pray God that it may, for if expressed without the intervention of fraud and deceit, it will end the contest by about the same majority over the opponents of the Government that will be found of the true men in the ranks of the army over the skulking in the day of battle.
In any matter connected with the state issues at home, if there are any, there must be still less use of my being with you.
No one can doubt of the re-election of the present executive Government of Massachusetts, for I believe no one has ever questioned the ability, patriotism, and zealous energy of the